Viruses and other miscellaneous organisms.
Pulmonary infections caused by several types of viruses and other miscellaneous organisms may cause disease in HIV infection. Evidence suggests that pulmonary conditions may result from infections of the lung by HIV itself. Other viruses, most commonly cytomegalovirus, may be primary perpetrators of pneumonitis or may contribute to diseases caused by coexisting infections. Although diagnosis and assessment of the clinical significance of these infections may be difficult, their recognition is of practical importance because potentially effective therapeutic agents are available for several of them. Miscellaneous infections such as pulmonary toxoplasmosis and pertussis are other uncommon but potentially treatable complications of HIV disease.